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Any scholar of history will have recognized the similarities between Ancient Rome and the National

Socialist movement of the 20th century. Aside from the obvious expansionist policies of empire

governed by a single autocratic leader, the Nazis adopted the Roman style extended arm salute,

the verbal greeting of hailing the leader and the eagle adorned banners and standards. Another

parallel was the introduction of the SS - a modern Praetorian Guard, easily recognizable by the

unique attire and consisting of the largest, strongest and fittest men available. Never before has an

organization engendered wide-ranging emotion as on the scale of Hitler's SS - lead by Heinrich

Himmler, who found his true metier upon his appointment by Hitler in 1929 with his natural

organizational and administrative skills. This remarkable book - the first of two volumes - turns the

spotlight upon those characters at the pinnacle of the pyramid that formed the SS. Illustrated with

well over 1000 photographs, these two volumes are the author's life's work, and present an unique

perspective on this feared organization.
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Max Williams is a retired police officer with a strong fascination in history. He has spent many years

collecting autographs, original images and information about personalities of the Third German

Reich which he has built into a private archive. He is the author of a two volume pictorial biography

of SS General Reinhard Heydrich and is often acknowledged as an expert on the SS organization

and for assisting other authors with historical studies of Hitler's regime. He is married and lives with

his wife and son in the London area.



A good reference source which meets reputation and all expectations.

This book gives a great description of the top leaders in the waffen SS. I'm an SS enthusiast and

this book has a lot of neat photos and provides good information about their uniforms and ranks.
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